
From 1st March, Bluetongue vaccinations will be allowed in Wales. Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales, Dr
Richard Irvine, said ‘This decision to licence these vaccines was informed by our recent risk assessment
indicating that Wales is now at high risk of experiencing an incursion of Bluetongue this year. Our primary
aim is to keep Bluetongue out of Wales through biosecurity, vigilance and safe sourcing of livestock. Wales
remains free of BTV-3, but it is important to be prepared. Vaccines give Welsh farmers an important tool to
reduce any impact of this disease in their herds and flocks. We would encourage farmers considering
vaccination to consult their veterinary surgeon to discuss whether vaccination is appropriate for their
livestock.’
Key information for farmers:

Vaccines must be prescribed by a veterinary surgeon
Costs must be covered by livestock owners
Spring vaccination is recommended for optimal protection, ensuring animals are protected before peak
midge activity in summer and autumn
Detailed vaccination records must be maintained for 5 years
Individual animal vaccination details must be reported within 48 hours: Animal keeper reports of BTV-3
vaccination activity (on gov.uk).

There are 3 vaccines available, but we are most likely to recommend one that requires one dose for sheep
from one month of age and 2 doses three weeks apart for cattle, also from 1 month of age. If you are unsure
as to whether to vaccinate or not, our vets have a Vaccine Decision Tool which we can go through with you,
to help make this decision. 
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Clinical Signs of Bluetongue
BTV can cause fever, crusting and ulcers around muzzle area, swollen head,
salivating and lameness. In the most severe cases, it can cause abortions,
malformations, and death in animals. Clinical signs are not always present
despite infection. The current strain is BTV-3 which has a higher sheep
mortality (likelihood of death) than the BTV-8 strain which we had back in
2007. In the Netherlands they found that of those sheep which were infected,
75% died. This equated to the death of 10% of the national flock. Pregnant
ewes were found to be the most at risk of death from infection and there was
an increased number of abortions. Infertility post infection has been reported in
rams and bulls, and reduced milk yield and fertility in dairy cows. 

Faeces Sample Testing
Our Ovacyte machine is being used daily to provide
accurate and speedy worm, cocci and fluke egg
counts for clients. However, sometimes we receive
samples that do not allow us to get an accurate
picture of what is going on in a group of animals, e.g.
only 2 or 3 animals sampled which are premixed in a
bag. We would prefer 10 separate samples, and we
take exactly the same amount from each sample to
pool for testing. We provide free sampling packs with
instructions on how to take samples, so next time you
are passing please pick up a pack and get the best
possible results from our testing. Farming Connect
funding is available to help with parasite control, so if
you are in Wales, please ask about this if you are
interested. 

EU Declarations ( VAN numbers)
These declarations are an annual
requirement for farms which sell livestock for
slaughter and are not Farm Assured. It has
come to our attention that some farmers have
recently arrived at the market with expired
declarations. Unfortunately, we are unable to
reissue these declarations immediately upon
request. EU regulations require a vet to visit
the farm and inspect the stock before a new
declaration can be issued.
If your declaration is due for renewal, please
call us to book it in ASAP. We do offer
reduced visit costs if we can group them
together with others in your area. 

https://submit.forms.service.gov.uk/form/5609/submit-a-btv-3-animal-vaccination-report
https://submit.forms.service.gov.uk/form/5609/submit-a-btv-3-animal-vaccination-report
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Lambing is well underway now and we are getting a few enquiries about dealing
with watery mouth and joint ill outbreaks. Our general advice is to pay attention
to colostrum management and hygiene in the lambing shed. Here are a few top
tips to remind you:
Routine: When putting the ewe in the pen, clean her teats and check for milk,
treat the lamb’s navel with 10% Iodine or Nobacz spray. Check the lamb again
within 2 hours to ensure it has sucked and has a full belly.
Colostrum: Ensure lambs have adequate colostrum as soon as possible after
birth to provide them with essential antibodies to protect against infection. They
need 50ml per kg bodyweight in the first 4 hours followed by 3 more equal feeds
within the first 24 hours of life. 
For example, a 4kg lamb requires 200ml in the first 4 hours of life and a total of
800ml by 24 hours of age. If possible, use colostrum from the dam or another
ewe. Colostrum from ewes can be frozen in ice cube freezer bags or will keep in
the fridge for a few days. Not all artificial colostrum is of equal quality. We have
confidence in the XL Vets Colostrum which is made to the same formula as
Immunocol Platinum which was the best in a University of Cambridge study. We
can recommend the Udderly Ezy ewe milker as a good way milk a ewe and get
colostrum into her lambs.

Thursday 27th March 11am - 2pm: Mastering Medicines
Learn about how to use medicines correctly and effectively.
At The Bryn Village Hall, NP7 9AP
Please phone the office on 01873 840167 to book your place.

What do pigs use to treat
their skin condition?

Oinkment

Requesting Drugs in Advance
Please can we remind clients that all medicines

should be ordered 24 hours in advance to give time
for a vet to approve the prescription and to avoid

delays in reception. 
Don’t forget that you will receive a 10% discount for
payment at the time, so let us know if you would like
to take advantage of this at the time of ordering the

drugs.

Many farms in our area are low in selenium, and vitamin E
levels can also be low at this time of year as the levels in
forage decline in stored forage. selenium and vitamin E are
crucial around calving time as low levels of selenium increase
the likelihood of retained placentas, metritis and infections and
poor fertility, whereas low vitamin E and selenium in calves are
associated with weak, floppy calves, poor uptake of colostrum
and a poorly functioning immune system. There is now a bolus
ESey Calver available to give to cows 2 weeks before calving
which will provide the cow with vitamin E and selenium for 60
days meaning the the calf will be born stronger and will be at
lower risk of disease. Please call us if you are interested.

Watery Mouth and Joint Ill 

Hygiene: Regularly disinfect equipment to prevent infection spread. Wash lamb feeding tubes and bottles in
warm soapy water and then disinfect by soaking in Milton solution. 
Keep lambing pens clean and dry to reduce the disease challenge to newborn lambs. Use plenty of fresh
bedding in individual and group pens. Clean and disinfect lambing pens after each ewe using a dry disinfectant
powder such as hydrated lime. If you do experience an outbreak of watery mouth or joint ill please call the
office on 01873 840167 to discuss more specific prevention and treatment options. 
Do you know how much your lambs weigh at birth? It is useful to weigh a few typical single, twin and triplet
lambs at birth – this can be done easily using luggage scales and supermarket bag for life.

Selenium and Vitamin E Bolus for Cattle 

Joke of the Month

If you know a good joke, please send it to us - you

might see it in our next newsletter!


