
Degree of dehydration Clinical Signs

5 - 6% Diarrhoea, no clinical signs, strong
suckling reflex

6-8%
Mild depression, skin tenting 2-6
seconds, calf still sucking, sunken
eyes, weak.

8-10%
Calf depressed, lying down, eyes
very sunken, dry gums, skin tenting
>6 seconds

10-14%
Calf will not stand, cool extremities,
skin will not flatten when tented,
comatose

Over 14% Death

Neonatal calf diarrhoea caused by infectious agents remains one of the
biggest issues in youngstock health, accounting for around 50% of all
calf deaths and significant financial losses on both beef and dairy
enterprises. Diarrhoea can result from several different infectious and
non-infectious causes, so testing of faecal samples is essential. There
are vaccines and other preventative treatments for the common causes
of scour, so knowing the cause is vital. Ideally samples should be taken
from untreated calves in the early stages of disease. 
Isolate sick calves as many causes of scour are infectious!
Good nursing is simple and highly important: clean water, food and heat
are 
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Fluid Therapy
Oral fluid therapy is the most important
aspect of any treatment protocol for calf scour
and is cheap, and easy to administer on farm.
The primary objective of oral electrolyte therapy
is to replenish fluid and electrolyte losses and
then to maintain the calf in a positive balance.
Oral fluid therapy can be given either by a
bottle fitted with a teat or by stomach tube.
Absorption is slightly more rapid following
sucking; however, stomach tubing is frequently
used because it is less time consuming. There
are large numbers of oral electrolyte products
currently available and there is considerable
variability in their constituent ingredients.
FarmersFarmers should consult with their vet on which product is best to use on their farm and how much to give.

Research has shown that milk feeding does not worsen or prolong diarrhoea, nor does it slow down healing
of the intestine. The studies also showed that continuing to feed milk alongside electrolytes maintained
growth and avoided the weight loss observed in calves limited to only electrolyte solutions. Feeding little and
often is best, giving alternate feeds of milk and oral fluid replacer. Generally mixing them together can
stop the natural milk clot that forms in the calf’s stomach. In cases of severe dehydration (>8% dehydration)
where the calf is exhibiting signs of severe depression, weakness, inability to stand and the suck reflex is
absent, it may be necessary for a vet to administer fluids intravenously.

are essential. Sick calves are particularly vulnerable to cold stress, so either use an infra-red heat lamp, calf
coats or a deep bed with straw. Diarrhoea results in excessive faecal loss of electrolytes and fluid. The
average faecal fluid losses are about two litres per day, but can be as high as six litres per day.
Remember this when providing electrolyte therapy to scouring calves, as the total volume required is
frequently underestimated.

Painkillers
As diarrhoea can be accompanied by intestinal cramping and abdominal pain, the
use of painkillers is indicated. These medicines decrease inflammation in the
gastrointestinal tract and reduce the effects of the endotoxaemia and septicaemia. 
Antibiotics
As many of the causes of calf scour are viral, parasitic or nutritional, antibiotics are
not necessary in many cases of diarrhoea and may be detrimental as they disrupt
the oral gut biome. They should be reserved for cases where the calves are sick,
e,g, more than 6% dehydrated, lost suck reflex or septic, or where an infectious
cause of scour has been diagnosed e.g. E.coli or Salmonella.



Farming Connect Clinics 
Applications are now being accepted for a further £500 of  funding
of which 70% will be paid by Farming Connect. Farms which have
not used or have used only one set of previous funding will be
able to apply for the scheme which enables us to look at most
aspects of animal health and productivity. At this time of year,
clients may wish to look at ewe metabolic profiles, forage analysis,
abortion investigations, fertility status in sheep and cattle, updating
the health plan, investigation of health problems in lambs and
calves and many other areas. Please contact us if your farm is in
Wales and you wish to take advantage of this scheme. 

Upcoming Meetings
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Metabolic Profiles in Ewes
In the final 6 weeks of pregnancy 75% of the lamb’s growth occurs, hence there is a massive demand on the ewe
at this critical stage. Metabolic profiling can identify potential problems in the run up to lambing including, twin lamb
disease, hypocalcaemia and hypomagnesemia (staggers). It can also assess if the energy and protein supply is
sufficient which is important for colostrum production and quality. This allows you to take preventative action and
correct the issue. 
Pre-lambing ewes should be sampled around 3-4 weeks before lambing is due to start, ensuring that the earliest
lambing ewes in an average body condition for the flock are selected. The reason for sampling at 3-4 weeks pre-
lambing is due to the increase in energy demands in this period, and if sampled earlier then energy problems may
be missed. It is not advisable to sample any later than this as making any nutritional adjustments close to lambing
would have limited benefits. Groups of at least 6 ewes should be sampled from each management group (single,
twins and triplets), sampling is also beneficial on unscanned flocks as the same principles apply.

We are introducing a prize draw every
quarter for all clients who sign up to our
Dairy, Beef and Sheep WhatsApp Groups
and/or our NADIS monthly Parasite
Forecast.  To be in with a chance of
winning £30 off your vet bill please speak
to one of the staff, scan the QR codes
included with this newsletter or complete
the included NADIS Parasite Forecast
form. You will be sent advance notice of
meetings and special offers, disease
alerts and monthly parasite information
tailored to our area.

Quarterly Prize Draw for
Signed Up Clients

Win £30 refund off your Vet Bill

If you would like to book your place at an upcoming meeting please phone the office on 01873 840167.
Friday 14th February 2-4.30pm: Lambing Course
Perfect for beginners and smallholders. At Monmouthshire Livestock Market, NP15 2BH

Wednesday 19th February 5pm and Friday 21st February 3pm First Aid for Feet
A one day course in two parts with a separate theory and practical session with Eleri 
Davies and Tom Vaughan. Theory session at the practice. Practical session location TBC.

Thursday 20th February 7pm: NADIS Lambing Losses from Birth to Weaning
At Monmouthshire Livestock Market, NP15 2BH. Food provided.

Watery Mouth Prevention 
Many of our clients have made significant progress in preventing Watery Mouth in their
flocks, without using preventative antibiotics. The key points are to maximise the health
of ewes, so that they produce high quality colostrum, maintain hygiene in the lambing
area and then to get sufficient colostrum (10% of bodyweight or 400 ml for a 4 kg lamb)
into lambs within 6 hours of birth. If you had problems last year please contact the
practice for advice on products to use ahead of lambing and at lambing that are
effective at preventing cases. If you are seeing cases, testing samples will identify the
correct course of treatment. Farming Connect funding could be used for this and for
advice on management at lambing time to help prevent cases in the future. 

Joke of the Month
Did you hear about the magic tractor?

It turned into a field!
If you know a good joke, please send it to us

- you might see it in our next newsletter!


