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SRS THE IMPACT OF BVD IN A NAIVE DAIRY HERD I

Following last month’s story of BVD infection in a Beef herd, we would like to highlight another
recent incident on one of our clients’ farms, in a large closed dairy herd, which did not vaccinate
against BVD. Regular routine tests on the youngstock and bulk milk tank had consistently returned
negative results. Being a closed herd, the risk of introducing disease was considered low, although
small risks were present due to some heifers and dry cows grazing out during the summer.
However, during the summer there was an outbreak of calf scours, which was unresponsive to
treatment. Ear notch testing on calves revealed the presence of BVD, prompting a Pl (Persistently
Infected) hunt for other infected animals. Bulk milk antigen testing showed no positive results
among the lactating herd, so the focus shifted to blood sampling heifers and dry cows. No positive
animals were found in the weaned heifers or adult groups, indicating that the infection was limited to
the calves.

The calves would have been infected in the uterus, by their dams being exposed to the virus during
mid pregnancy. The adult animals showed no outward signs of disease but there were significant
effects on the fertility of the herd, as the virus went through.

Over the next three months, all newborn calves were ear notched at birth and subsequently DNA
Tag and Tested to determine their BVD status. 6 Pl calves were detected, but there were several
other calves which tested positive and died before their status could be confirmed.

The herd has since implemented annual vaccination with Bovela and continues to Tag and Test all
calves born, to screen for Pls. During the outbreak, the herd experienced significant impacts on
conception and pregnancy rates, as well as reduced daily live weight gain (DLWG) in calves until
the BVD virus was eradicated from the calf housing. By eliminating the disease, the herd is
estimated to save approximately £50 per cow in the first year, amounting to £15,000 for the herd.
These savings are attributed to improved fertility, reduced disease challenges, better milk yields,
and lower calf mortality and morbidity.

Although the source of the infection remains unknown, the cost of its entry into the herd was

s=weml substantial. This case underscores the critical
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importance of vaccination in preventing such
significant losses to production and animal
welfare.

Staff News

We are delighted to say that from January onwards
Ben George will be working for us, initially for a
couple of days a month. Many of you will remember
Ben from his time working at Usk Vets and for those
of you that haven't met him- he is a very
; _ experienced farm vet who grew up in this area. He
Come into reception to see our has a special interest in dairy cattle and is currently
lambing offers or-speak Lo Your vet working on a PhD in TB control. We are really
for your lambing essentials. looking forward to welcoming him to the team.




NoBACZ- New product for calving and lambing
A new study in 2024 by Fiona Lovatt RCVS and European-recognised
specialist in sheep health and production has demonstrated the
significant benefits of treating lambs’ navels with the revolutionary navel
protection solution NOBACZ Navel. In a randomised control trial that
compared iodine with NoBACZ Navel during last year's lambing season
(2023-2024) the product demonstrated superior protection compared to
iodine, with a 21 percent reduction in mortality (p=0.005). Moreover, lambs that had :
NoBACZ Navel applied to the umbilicus and tagging sites were on average 230g heavier
than those in the iodine group at eight weeks.
The study was the largest ever navel protection study run in 11 UK flocks with 6,840 lambs.
During the trial the odd numbered lambs were treated with strong iodine and the even numbered lambs
were treated with NoBACZ Navel. Current practices on the farm were observed, so if the farmer
normally dipped the lambs’ umbilicus they dipped with iodine or NOBACZ Navel and if they normally
sprayed the umbilicus then they sprayed with iodine or NOBACZ Navel. Survival and weights were
recorded.

This product can be used on calves or lambs. It rapidly disinfects and dries the navel in as little as two
hours and seals with a coloured, natural resin that forms a long-lasting waterproof barrier to protect
against bacteria from the environment. It can also be used on ear tags before application and elastrator
rings before applying on the animal. NOBACZ Navel is antibiotic free and consists of a natural polymer
and essential metal ions. It can be applied by dipping or spraying and contains a bitter agent that deters
cow or ewe interference.

The economic and welfare benefits to farmers were clear, with 17 more lambs alive per 1,000 born and
an average of 230g extra bodyweight per lamb at eight weeks, which more than justified the 16p per
dose investment in NOBACZ Navel.
Farming Connect Funding

For any clients who have any Farming
Connect funding approved, this is a
reminder that we need to get any work
completed asap as we have to get all the
paperwork in by the end of January.

Bolifast Rumen Boluses for Dairy Cattle

Bolifast Rumen has been developed to reduce the risk of
rumen acidosis in high production dairy cows post calving,
during abrupt ration changes or when rumination is clearly
decreased, and to support liver function in the calved cow.
Bolifast Rumen is a unique combination of two boluses
Joke of the Month delivered in a single dose using the specially designed
‘easy-to-use’ applicator lance. Bolus one is effervescent
acting within 30 minutes.
Bolus two is a controlled
release bolus, delivering
ongoing support for liver
function and rumen health.
This bolus can be used at

If you know a good joke, please send it to us calving or in any sick cows
- you might see it in our next newsletter! which are off their feed.

As farmers we hear a
lot of jokes about sheep.
We would tell them to
the dog..

But he’d herd them all!

,/i\ PLEASE REMEMBER TO ORDER ANY MEDICATION 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE
Ve ALL REQUESTS FOR PRESCRIPTION ONLY MEDICATION MUST BE
APPROVED BY A VET SO THIS WILL ENSURE YOUR ORDER IS READY FOR
COLLECTION WHEN YOU ARRIVE.
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