
Bluetongue Update
With vector season approaching, we are seeing a significant rise in BTV-3
cases across the UK. To ensure sufficient time to build immunity in your
herds and flocks, now is the window for revaccination.
Latest BTV-3 Situation:

During March, 17 new cases have been confirmed across England and
Wales. Recent reports highlight a concerning trend of neurological
signs in newborns and significant abortion rates
Reported clinical signs include abortion, brain malformations,
blindness in calves, and non-coordinated neonates.
BTV-8 strain has been recorded in the South West of England. a
vaccine is also available for this strain.
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Coccidiosis in lambs 
There have been cases of deaths in multiple flocks around the UK due to coccidiosis in pre-
weaned lambs diagnosed in the past two weeks across the APHA surveillance network. We
have seen several cases among our clients’ farms. 
Coccidiosis is usually seen in lambs aged four to eight weeks, with disease being
uncommon in lambs older than three months. Clinical signs can include diarrhoea which may
contain blood or mucus, straining to pass faeces, abdominal pain, condition loss, and death.
Risk of disease is dependent on the balance between immunity of the lambs, infection
pressure in the environment, and other stress factors. Diagnosis is based on clinical signs
and examination of faecal samples for pathogenic coccidial oocysts. Whilst oocyst counts
can be extremely high, speciation is always recommended to confirm the diagnosis, as not
all cocci cause disease. Postmortem examination can also be useful.
Nematodirosis is a differential diagnosis for scouring and acute deaths in lambs in
springtime, and the SCOPS Nematodirus hatching forecast should be used in combination
with grazing history and other risk factors to determine the need for treatment. Whilst faecal
egg counts are not useful in assessing the risk of disease due to Nematodirus battus larvae,
they are an important tool to assess coccidial oocyst counts.
Further information can be found here: – NADIS Coccidiosis in Lambs

Biosecurity reminder: Foot and Mouth Disease
Producers may be aware that Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) has been confirmed in cattle in
Greece and there are ongoing outbreaks in Cyprus. The UK Chief Veterinary Officer is therefore
encouraging all livestock keepers to remind their staff who may be travelling to Greece or
Cyprus that personal imports of meat and dairy products from FMD-susceptible animals into
Great Britain are prohibited. It's a useful reminder too for any farming family and friends who
may be travelling to those regions. Anything we can do to enhance biosecurity will help to
protect the health and welfare of our animals and prevent the spread of this disease to the UK.
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Vaccination & Movement Updates - Please contact the practice to discuss which vaccine will
be best for your stock:

Syvazul BTV-3 is licensed in Great Britain for both sheep and cattle. A reduced 2ml dose
for cattle, makes Syvazul excellent value for money. Syvazul is licensed to reduce viraemia
(presence of virus in the bloodstream), prevent mortality, and reduce clinical signs and
lesions in sheep; and for the active immunisation of cattle.
Bultavo is licensed to prevent clinical signs and reduce viraemia in sheep & cattle.

Movement: As of late 2025, movement restrictions eased. As we move into the vector season it
is important to keep track on updated movement advice. The AHDB Movement Checker is a
useful tool if you are unsure. The latest information will be available at:
https://www.gov.wales/bluetongue-virus-current-restrictions.

https://link.eu.inky.net/link?domain=www.scops.org.uk&t=h.eJxlkEFuwyAQRa8Ssa4HjB0cZ5WrUBgcmgAWg21VVe8eiNRVt_-P3vuaH7blJ7ue2L2Ula6cH8cBZNJKkPIC24O7lNFoKsQjBl2S9Xmj7i_l7OPEHg3gdA6d85lKt2O9_tIRQcfKCp94a-27bB2Y1Mh6MEoYlBcnezVIM7kLTrafB3MWDpXg_TSNZzkrMcI8SCHU2GzYbHq9a8BoMXhTLRYwYF58XMB6Qk1V_cRcgL6pYLjFVLzzRhefIgFh3r1BWNJedzSmbcz_cWmv6X9fH4thvQ.MEUCIB_zn9kmbAKVd2hYcaMBC7Ckb-LKjYwqtL3F4JDzeCLwAiEA3n82ssXvqz_8vD3xzd76agGvpo_zcB_vcMDdAPaEmqY
https://link.eu.inky.net/link?domain=www.nadis.org.uk&t=h.eJxlkEtuwzAMRK8SeF1R8id2nFWuolCUzSaWDFGx0Ra9e62iu-6IGeC9Ab-qV3pW11M157zKVet93yFYxwIxTfB66OMkK6Ss-tQyE60aIyI7jsKiOKinXe6iq7dT9Sggb9OiPCfJaqMs-t0GAhsE43KnW2l_y9IBxmKwLfYGqbn4pu7bBgd_ocHVY4tn46k3uh6G7tyMvelgbBtj-q7YqNjsOlug4GhhPCwOaKE0cZjgbzfYJ6UM8iGZlluImT2jzRyDgFDaGAmmuB07CtMV5v84lxfV3z-rQGPO.MEQCIE6BzXfID9ZmP4G5I9GFOsUMfthwvWuR7b4sHHcWsIndAiBJkXg8H94ZoQVypyXDa45chElBPjaF-Zwv2k4cUtwCuQ
https://link.eu.inky.net/link?domain=www.surveymonkey.com&t=h.eJxVjcESgiAYhF-l4ZwwBAZ6crp3aZrugD9pKjaAOk7Tuyd16rrffrsvNPkelTvUxPgMJSHLsuAw-RnWYXQdrNiMA_HkdL1l7DzOMICLF7gHtN-hLolW-SGzrQ8xmyEG8lAOsHJh8zRUiX5hYtsWnjpiQVqutQXNoDjQQua5FkwrBoYxwyWhQnDOaEELzKg4CirTG6S3fq1bha0HZ5pqbr1W5reaGnVq_IXvDx_SSGM.MEUCIQC7UZoYzBctZdWPmkv85d62Syt0YXT6-BqWxxkBKnFf-AIgLCPA9zpp2KgQ1O2PQPo8kEaUd3_ucO_RXyQRK8wQf8Q
https://www.gov.wales/bluetongue-virus-current-restrictions


Assuming the mating date remains unchanged, this
provides ewes with less time to gain the condition lost
during lactation. Weaning at 12 weeks post-lambing
provides ewes with 10–12 weeks’ recovery time.
Another reason for longer-term impact is the amount of
condition ewes are required to gain. Ewes that are
thinner at weaning have more condition to regain. One
BCS is equivalent to around 10% of a mature ewe’s
live . ew

Low Lambing Percentages
The period after weaning takes place and leading up to the next mating is known as the ‘dry period’.
This provides ewes with time to regain condition lost during lactation, ready for the next production
cycle. We have previously seen weaning as a time to draw a line under a difficult scanning, lambing or
summer and start again. However, data from the Sheep KPI project has highlighted that the condition
of ewes at weaning can have an impact on scanning percentages (more likely to scan with single
lambs), lambing percentage and lamb weight gain through to weaning (have lighter lambs) in the
subsequent production year. The impact of BCS on a production cycle begins sooner than many may
think. One reason for this longer-term impact is the time available to regain condition between one
production year and the next. A survey found that 66% of farmers were weaning their lambs at 14
weeks and older. 

liveweight. A 70 kg ewe weaned at BCS 2 will be required to gain 1.5 units of BCS to achieve the
target of 3.5 at mating. In terms of liveweight, this means ewes would need to gain around 10 kg of
weight.
Body condition score at weaning 
Weaning lambs from thin ewes sooner allows them more time to recover condition, without affecting
lamb performance. It is well documented that it can take six to eight weeks to gain one unit of BCS on
good-quality grass. This will be longer if grass quality is poor or the amount of available grass is
limited. It is possible to add supplementation to gain condition faster, however, this does add cost to
the business.

STAFF NEWS 
We are delighted to welcome Millie Cottrell to the reception
team. Millie is a keen member of Usk YFC and has been
working in a local country store prior to starting with us.

Hill 2.0 Upland 2.0 Lowland 2.5

Above 
target

Separate. Allow fat ewes (BCS >4) to lose a small amount of condition, or, at the very
least, not to gain any further condition by grazing ewes tightly or on poorer-quality
grass.

At target
Separate. Ewes that are at target BCS at weaning (BCS 2.5) are still thinner than they
need to be at mating. Therefore they will need to be separated and provided with good
grass for 6-8 weeks to regain one BCS.

Below
Target

Separate. This ewes (BCS <2.5) will need excellenet grazing, both quality and quantity,
and possibly further supplementation to gain more than one unit of BCS in sufficient
time for mating. If the reason for their low BCS is unknown, or they’re not gaining
sufficient condition after four weeks, ask a vet to investigate.

An Evening not to be missed! 
We are running a charity quiz evening on Saturday 16  May at
Hogs Head pub, Llantilio Crosenny. We are raising money for
Monmouthshire Rural Support Centre this year and there will
also be a raffle and auction on the same evening. If you would
like to donate a prize, please let us know!

th

Tickets are limited and £12pp including dinner, please
phone the surgery on 01873 840167 to book.

Top Tips:
Wean lambs from their mothers at
approximately 12 weeks to provide
time for ewes to recover
Identify thin ewes at weaning, separate
and provide with priority feeding
Investigate ewes that are not gaining

Joke of the Month
Lambing reminds us that
preparation is key… and that
sheep have usually made
other plans!
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Change in Cattle Movement
Reporting

From November 2026, cattle
movement reporting in Wales is
moving from the British Cattle
Movement Service (BCMS) to
EIDCymru. This shift, supported
by the Welsh government,
centralizes reporting for births,
movements, and deaths, aiming
for more robust, real-time tracking.
Key changes include the adoption
of whole-movement reporting and,
eventually, mandatory Bovine
Electronic Identification. For more
information visit
https://www.gov.wales/planned-
move-british-cattle-movement-
service-bcms-eidcymru

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-03/cattle-reporting-is-moving-to-eid-cymru.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-03/cattle-reporting-is-moving-to-eid-cymru.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/planned-move-british-cattle-movement-service-bcms-eidcymru
https://www.gov.wales/planned-move-british-cattle-movement-service-bcms-eidcymru
https://www.gov.wales/planned-move-british-cattle-movement-service-bcms-eidcymru
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