
Firstly, if turn-out transition to grass works well and parasite challenge is well managed then scour
and growth rate checks should not occur. When they do... investigate!
Grazing is also a learned behaviour and it can take a batch of young heifers several weeks to learn
how to fully graze properly without some older cattle to copy. When turning out dairy heifers for the
first time, post turn out scour issues can occur and there are two common differentials to consider
first:
Coccidiosis: There are three main pathogenic species of coccidia in cattle, Eimeria bovis, zuernii
and alabamensis, the latter commonly associated with diarrhoea in young stock 1-2 weeks after
turning out for the first time in dairy systems. The pre-patent period for E. alabamensis is only six to
eight days – much shorter than the other coccidial species of cattle. The scour that occurs is often
put down to a diet change, but it is important to investigate if E. alabamensis is the cause. In some
cases, the diarrhoea is severe with a large amount of blood in it. If the same turn-out paddocks are
used for young stock each year it is common to see the problem repeated each year.
Some points to consider about coccidiosis diagnosis in general are:

Acute diarrhoea and straining are seen in less than 50% of the cases we diagnose in both beef
and dairy calves. Coccidial oocyst counts can be very high in these cases.     
Chronic disease with re-infection – due to a partial immune response lower numbers of oocysts
excreted are seen.  This syndrome occurs more often in dairy calves.
Diarrhoea can start from 4 days before oocysts are seen in the faeces until up to 1 day after,
and in acute infections oocyst output can drop sharply after the peak, but diarrhoea can
continue. Severe diarrhoea can lead to dilution of oocysts.
So, it can be useful to sample more than one animal to increase the chance of detecting a high
oocyst count.

First season grazing dairy heifers, watch out for post turn out scours
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Summer Scour Syndrome: Over the last few years, a
new syndrome has been recognised of unresponsive
diarrhoea and wasting in weaned dairy calves at grass.
It is thought that diet is a large part of the story, as cases
often occur soon after turnout in calves which have
moved from a straw and concentrate based diet to a
grass-based diet. Ground that has received N fertilizer or
recent slurry applications may be higher risk and the fact
that calves are learning to graze may mean that they eat
more leaf than stem, reducing their fibre intake if on lush
pasture. The theory is that a secondary or opportunist
viral infection with Bovine popular stomatitis virus or
pseudocowpox, play a part in this syndrome. 

Number affected (Morbidity) has been variable, but often high, with morbidity and mortality rates
of up to 40% in some groups. 
Typically, younger calves are affected (3-6 months of age), but the syndrome has been reported
in calves up to 12 months of age. 
Some animals recover slowly upon housing and return to their previous diet, but others continue
to waste.

It is thought that diet transition is particularly important. It is helpful if calves receive some grass-
based forage prior to turn out (silage, hay or haylage). When calves are first turned out, ideally, they
should receive their full ration outside that they received when housed to start with as they learn to
graze. This diet can then be scaled back as they eat more grass over time. Please give us a call if
you have cases or outbreaks and we can discuss the best way to investigate further. 



Product of the Month

Starting in early Spring 2025, changes will be implemented to the Bovine Carcass Collection and
Sample Submission Form (FSCA2), for TSE Active Surveillance of Fallen Cattle Aged Over 48
Months. These changes have been introduced as part of the TSE Surveillance recommendations
by the World Organisation for Animal Health. When requesting the collection of eligible bovine
fallen stock, farmers will be asked to provide additional data by the collection sites on whether
the animal was displaying any of the following signs:

Changes in behaviour
Sensitivity to touch or sound
Uncoordinated movements
Other neurological signs

These updates aim to improve TSE testing accuracy and are key to help maintain a robust
surveillance. The new FSCA2 form can be found here: https://www.eurofins.co.uk/forensic-
services-1/our-services/other-services/ If you have any queries about these changes, please
contact the Animal and Plant Health Agency at BSE1.Form@apha.gov.uk

A good number of our clients have already protected their
stock against BTV-3. If you would like to discuss the risk to
your stock and the potential effects of an infection, then we
have access to both a risk calculator and a cost calculator,
or you can visit https://ruminanthw.org.uk/bluetongue-virus/
where you will find the links to both tools and be able to
check out the latest information for yourself. 
We recently held a meeting on Bluetongue at the market and
can hold a virtual event if there is enough interest. Please let
us know if you would like to be put on the list for this. 
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A friend of mine has a new
job at Macdonald’s Farm.

He has been appointed as
the C. I. E. I. O.

Bluetongue Risk

Joke of the Month

If you know a good joke, please send it to
us - you might see it in our next

newsletter!

Quarterly Prize Draw- Spring Winner 
We are pleased to announce that Nicole Tranter is the first

winner of our quarterly prize draw, and will receive a £30 credit
on her account. 

If you would like to be included in the next draw, all you have to
do is sign up for our Dairy, Beef or Sheep WhatsApp groups or

the NADIS Parasite Forecast. These are also a great way to
keep up with our latest meetings, news and special offers.

Important Changes to the TSE Testing Form

Spring Promotions 2025
1.Bull Fertility Spring Discount
2.WEC: Buy 4, Get the 5th Free
3.Early Pregnancy Diagnosis and

Synchronising Late Calvers
Please call us for more information or look
out for our emails and Whatsapp messages
with the details.

Ectofly Pour-on Solution for Sheep
We’re receiving reports of blowfly strike in

sheep already due to the changing weather. 
We stock 2.5 or 5 litres 
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