
empty cows, or problem cows such as cystic cows or those
with infections). This allows them to be treated early to get
them in calf rather than ending up barren.
Other decisions can be made regarding culling or selling
barren cows. This is especially financially important ahead of
housing in the autumn.
In addition, where high barren rates are found, the cause can
be investigated. Possibilities include infectious disease, trace
element and other nutritional deficiencies or an infertile bull.

We are approaching the time of year when ewe synchronisation programmes need to be planned if
early lambing is the target. Synchronising has many advantages:

Shorter, compact lambing
More even batches of lambs for easier management during the grazing season

Reduced labour costs
On-farm labour is one of the biggest fixed costs in a sheep enterprise
The most profitable UK producers have half the labour costs per ewe due, in part, to a
condensed lambing period

Early lambing to catch premium at lamb prices
Synchronising oestrus and ovulation to facilitate Artificial Insemination (AI)

Lambing Synchronisation
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One way to achieve this would be melatonin implants in the ear
i.e. Regulin. Trial work has shown that Regulin can advance
the breeding season by up to 2 months improves fertility and
prolificacy within the genetic predisposition of the ewe, giving
fewer barren ewes and up to 19% increase in the number of
lambs at scanning.
With only one handling required, Regulin also helps to compact
the breeding season by ensuring that when the tups are added,
the ewes are primed to respond to the ram effect. Teaser tups
can also be used to enhance this natural response.

Another option is a vaginal device such as CIDR® Ovis which is inserted for 12 days with an
injection of eCG (PMSG) at removal. The majority of ewes will cycle within 1-2 days. CIDR® Ovis
devices are simple to insert and remove and create minimal vaginal discharge compared to
sponges. If you require any further information on any of these programmes, please call us and ask
to speak to one of the vets.

Beef Suckler Fertility
Summer is a good time to focus on improving beef suckler fertility. Spring-block calvers should be
finished (bar some stragglers) and autumn-block calvers should be well in calf and preparing for the
calving season ahead. Whether the farm is spring or autumn calving, checking in on fertility at this
time of year is beneficial for overall herd health and productivity. Below are a few points to focus on
when assessing fertility.
Bull fertility is vital for herd productivity. Doing a bull fertility test at the start of the season can
prevent high barren rates later on. A full physical exam is usually performed followed by semen
analysis to ensure adequate fertility.
Ideally, block herds should calve within 12 weeks. As a result, late calvers can cause problems by
extending the calving window. Consider synchronisation using PRIDs, hormonal products that
ensure cows resume normal cycling faster. Follow up with fixed time artificial insemination (AI)
before putting with the bull to ‘mop up’ those that did not catch at the point of AI. Early pregnancy
diagnosis (PD) at about 60 days can highlight several things: identify in-calf cows, twin pregnancies, 



Upcoming Meetings

We are delighted to participate in the 20  anniversary
celebrations of XLVets, a community of
independently-owned, progressive veterinary
practices that work together to achieve the highest
standards of veterinary care. To celebrate, XLVets are
running a charity challenge to raise money for a
worthwhile charity. We have decided to raise money
for Alzheimer’s Society this year and have pledged to
raise as much as we can. We recently attended both
the Hereford and Gwent YFC rallies and held some
fun competitions with all entry fees going to the
charity. There is also a bucket in reception and all
donations will be gratefully received.

th

1.Discounted Bull Fertility Testing - make sure that your bull is fit to serve your cows and get
them back in calf.

2.Late calvers: Reduced Cost of Synchronising – cows which calve later in the season have
a reduced chance of getting back in calf. We are offering a fixed discounted price for the
examination and PRID synchronisation.

3.Pregnancy Diagnosis in Beef Cattle - Find out if your cows are in calf at an early stage to
allow intervention if there are any problems. We advise PD’s from 9 weeks after the bull has
gone in, with a mop-up session 4-6 weeks after the bull comes out. We are offering a fixed rate
per cow for the PD’s and no travel charge for the Mop-Up visit.

4.Worm Egg Counts: Buy 4 Get 1 Free This offer will run throughout the summer until the end
of December. Please mention this offer at reception when you bring the samples in.

We are delighted to announce that Elinor Bowen gave birth to a
baby boy, Harri John Bowen on 18  April. th

Congratulations Elinor and Jack!

We are also very pleased that Natalie Parsons has returned to work after maternity leave.
We are very grateful to the staff who stepped up to cover for her while she was off.

www.farmfirstvets.co.uk   Tel: 01873 840167    info@farmfirstvets.co.uk

What do farmers talk
about when milking

cows?
Udder nonsense!

Joke of the Month

If you know a good joke, please send it to us -
you might see it in our next newsletter!

Celebrating 20 Years of XLVets

Medicine Drop Off Boxes
There are now three locations for medicines to
be dropped off and left for collection. In
addition to the one in the Crickhowell area, we
have added one between Usk and
Monkswood, and another between Llanishen
and Devauden. Please call us if you are
interested in using any of these boxes.

STAFF NEWS 

Thursday 19th June 7pm: NADIS Sheep Parasite Control
Thursday 26th June 7pm: NADIS: Maximising Suckler Cow Productivity
Thursday 3rd July 7pm: NADIS: Youngstock Part 2 (Cattle)
These meetings will be held at Monmouthshire Livestock Market, NP15 2BH.
Food provided. Please phone the office on 01873 840167 to book.

DON’T FORGET OUR SPRING/SUMMER OFFERS


