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IN AID OF MONMOUTHSHIRE RURAL SUPPORT CENTRE

Data for SFS Scheme _ _
J.,ari If you have signed up for this scheme, you will be asked to supply us with some data to
N, t‘f help us to complete the AHIC section. If you sell through Monmouthshire Livestock
/-;;1} Centre and supply them with your email address, they can email you the details of
SNl numbers sold after each transaction, which can be a useful way to keep track. If you
SICLERURSIIEE want to take advantage of this, please make sure that they have your correct email
L address. Other markets may do the same, so it is worth making enquiries.

Late Spring Promotions

We're running 3 offers on key services this season:

1.Beef Cow Synchronisation

Tighter, more predictable calving, better use of Al genetics, less time spent heat detecting,
and a more uniform, heavier calf crop.
2.Strong Lamb Post Mortems- £40 + VAT per lamb (over 7 days old).
Clear answers on why lambs are dying — infection, parasites, nutrition or environment —
S0 you can act quickly and reduce losses.
A v ... . 3.Worm Egg Counts- Buy 4, get the 5th free. L, v .
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Freeze Branding
We've recently launched our freeze branding service, with Rachel Cooke and Eleri Williams trained and
ready to go.

Why use freeze branding?
* Permanent identification — lasts the lifetime of the animal
* Highly visible — easy to read from a distance, reducing the need for handling
» Welfare-friendly — less painful and less hide damage than hot branding
* Improves management — quicker, more accurate ID for breeding, treatments and milk recording
* Theft deterrent — permanent, hard-to-remove mark
* Lower stress — quick procedure with a reduced stress response

Common uses in the UK
* Dairy: rear leg/hip for easy parlour identification
* Beef: hip, thigh or shoulder for visibility at grass
« Often using the last 3-4 digits of
the ear tag for quick visual checks

Introductory offer

» £5.50/head (>50 cattle, 1-4 digits)
* £6.50/head (40-50 cattle)

» Under 40: £200 flat rate

* No visit charge for groups over

40 cattle




Extended Colostrum Feeding for Calves

Most farmers are familiar with the 5 “Q”s of colostrum management —
Quality, Quantity, Quickly, Quietly, and squeaky clean. The pri .
ority remains getting enough high-quality colostrum into newborn
calves as soon as possible to ensure antibody absorption before
gut closure. However, there is growing evidence that feeding
colostrum or transition milk beyond the first 24 hours can also
benefit dairy calves. While antibodies are no longer absorbed

into the bloodstream after this stage, they still have an important
local effect in the gut, helping reduce infectious disease such as
scour.

This reflects what happens naturally in beef calves and lambs,
which continue to suckle as colostrum quality declines over

the first week. It is also worth noting that when vaccinating

cows pre-calving for scour (rotavirus, coronavirus,
cryptosporidium), feeding transition milk for 5-14 days is
recommended to achieve the best level of protection.

Colostrum is about more than just antibodies. It contains
bioactive compounds such as lactoferrin and IGF-1, which are not
present in normal milk. These support gut development, improve daily

liveweight gain, and reduce treatments and mortality from both scour and pneumonia.

There is now a solid body of research supporting extended colostrum feeding, although practicalities
can be a limitation on farm. Common approaches include:

» Feeding surplus first-milking (“true”) colostrum mixed with whole milk or milk replacer

 Feeding transition milk (milkings 2—6 after calving) — noting this is not the same as waste milk from
treated or mastitic cows

* Using colostrum powders to fortify milk or replacer (with variable IgG levels between products)

A common question is how long to continue feeding. Evidence varies, but a minimum of 5 days is
advised (particularly where scour vaccines are used), with longer periods likely to give additional
benefit where supply allows.

Key points to consider:

* First priority is always adequate colostrum intake at birth — extended feeding is secondary

* Transition milk quality can be highly variable — test using a Brix refractometer

» Store correctly (4°C for 2—-3 days or freeze at -20°C) or feed fresh to limit bacterial growth

* Prioritise younger calves if supply is limited

» Be aware of disease risks (e.g. Mycoplasma bovis, Johne’s) — pasteurisation (60°C for 60 minutes)
reduces but does not eliminate risk; discuss protocols with your vet

FLY CONTROL- DON'T DELAY! ; GROWVITE VIT B12 DRENCH

Vitamin drench supplies vitamin B12 and cobaltlplus
iodine and selenium, essential nutrients for healthly
sheep, lambs and cattle.

Lambs can be drenched from 6 weeks of age at 6 week intervals

Upcoming Meetings I
Thursday 14" May- Tackling Scours & Pneumonia in Beef Calves at The Clytha Arms 7pm

Friday 29" May- Mastering Medicines. Approved SFS Training Course (80% funding
available if re-registered with Farming Connect)- 11am to 2pm at The Bryn Village Hall FARM

If you would like to book your place at an upcoming meeting please phone the office FIRSTVETS
on 01873 840167.

www.farmfirstvets.co.uk Tel: 01873 840167 info@farmfirstvets.co.uk
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