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Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) is the most common reason for death and poor performance in young

cattle and costs the UK dairy industry £80 million a year (and this is just the dairy industry).  It affects up

to 46% of calves before they reach nine weeks of age and lung lesions can develop as early as 12 days of

age and have long-term effects.  Early detection and treatment of BRD is crucial for dairy herd health

(and the same applies to beef calves) Learn more about BRD risk factors, the benefits of regular

monitoring and early detection  using a scoring system as well as how early treatment can reduce the

impact of disease. For further information visit www.calvesbreatheeasy.co.uk

More information can be

found on the UCD App -

simply download and click on

the BRD section. Coughing is

one of the most obvious signs

of BRD. It is believed that by

regularly monitoring the

sounds within calf houses, and

analysing the coughing

frequency, early recognition of

BRD in calves is more likely,

Whilst it may not be possible

to ‘continuously monitor’ calf

sheds, it is worth spending

some time at least twice a

week, during the BRD season

monitoring calves for any

signs of discharge and a

cough. If these signs are

present no matter how mild, it

could be an indicator that

early BRD, If you want advice

on preventing or diagnosis of

pneumonia in your cattle

please contact us at the office.

CALF PNEUMONIA SEASON

A U T U M N  U P D A T E
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Two 90 year old men, Dai and Emrys, have been friends all of their lives. When it's clear that Emrys is dying, Dai

visits him every day. One day Dai says, “Emrys, we both loved rugby all our lives, and we played rugby on

Saturdays together for so many years. Please do me one favour, when you get to Heaven, somehow you must let

me know if there's rugby there.” Emrys looks up at Dai from his death bed, “Dai, you've been my best friend for

many years. If it's at all possible, I'll do this favour for you”Shortly after that, Emrys passes on. At midnight a

couple of nights later, Dai is awakened from a sound sleep by a blinding flash of white light and a voice calling

out to him, “Dai--Dai.”“Who is it?” asks Dai sitting up suddenly. “Who is it?”     “Dai--it's me, Emrys.”“You're not

Emrys. Emrys just died.''     “I'm telling you, it's me, Emrys,” insists the voice.'“Emrys! Where are you?”   “In heaven”,

replies Emrys. “I have some really good news and a little bad news.”       “Tell me the good news first,” says Dai,  

 “The good news,” Emrys says, “is that there's rugby in heaven.  Better yet, all of our old friends who died before

us are here, too.  Better than that, we're all young again. Better still, it's always spring time and it never rains or

snows.  And best of all, we can play rugby all we want, and we never get tired.”   “That's fantastic,'” says Dai. “It's

beyond my wildest dreams! So what's the bad news?”“You're in the team for Tuesday.”

JOKE

AUTUMN PARASITE TREATMENTS

We have seen a few cases of staggers recently,

caused by lack of magnesium in the diet.

Don’t forget to supplement grazing cattle,

especially cows. The best way to do this is on

water or feed. Boluses are also useful, but only

last 28 days. Many farmers find buckets works,

but there is always a risk that some cows don’t

feed from them daily, and are therefore at risk.

As we approach the Autumn calving season just a reminder about this product which is

designed to reduce the need for calving assistance in heifers and cows by promoting dilation

of the cervix and vulva and reducing the duration of birth. 

Due to COVID 19 the deadline for updating of Johnes Action Plans and returning the deadline for

declarations to milk purchasers has been extended to December 31st 2020, 

NATIONAL JOHNES MANAGEMENT PLAN

SENSIBLEX

Additionally Sensiblex reduces the tractive force needed

therefore lessens the risk of injuries to the dam and calf.

Sensiblex also reduces the risk of endometritis and

improves fertility. This product is now available in 10 ml

bottles, which is 1 cow or heifer dose. Please speak to a vet

is you would like us to prescribe some.

STAGGERS RISK

01873 840167 INFO@FARMFIRSTVETS.CO.UK

We have a variety of products in stock for treating your grazing sheep or cattle at housing at competitive

prices. For advice on which products are the best for your situation please give us a call. For those farmers

who are not in lockdown counties there is Farming Connect Funding still available for parasite or trace

element testing. For those in lockdown counties we can still test, but not through Farming Connect.

but some purchasers e.g. Tesco , are staying with the October 31st deadline.

If you need your plan done by 31st October and we haven’t been in touch,

please contact us ASAP.

OUR
CARD

MACHINE
IS NOW

WORKING
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR

PATIENCE


